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A 

BILL 

TO 

Amend the Irish Land Acts. 

B E it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows : — 

5 1. — (1) In the case of the sale of an estate, whether to the 

Land Commission or otherwise, when application is made for an 
advance under the Land Purchase Acts of the whole of the pur- 
chase money of a holding, and the Land Commission are satisfied 
that the tenant is in occupation of the holding, then, subject to 
10 the limitations in the Land Purchase Acts on advances to tenants 
purchasing their holdings the Land Commission shall sanction 
the advance in the following cases : — 

(a) In the case of the purchase of a holding subject to a 
judicial rent fixed or agreed to not more than ten years 
15 prior to the date of the agreement for purchase of the 

holding if the purchase annuity created under this 
Act payable in respect of the advance will be not less 
than fifteen per cent, below the existing rent ; and 

(b) In the case of the purchase of a holding subject to a 
20 judicial rent not fixed within a period of ten years 

immediately prior to the date of the agreement for 
the purchase of such holding, and in the case of any 
holding not subject to a judicial rent if the Land 
Commission, upon investigation, are satisfied with the 
25 security and that the price is fair and equitable 

having regard to the interest of the landlord and 
tenant respectively in the holding : 
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A D 1907 . Provided that in the case of a holding subject to a judicial rent 
fixed or agreed to within a period of ten years immediateiy prior 
to the date of the agreement for the purchase of the holding 
the Land Commission shall not be hound to make the advance 
notwithstanding that the purchase annuity created under this 5 
Act would he not less than fifteen per cent, below the existing 
rent if the Land Commission are of opinion that the price is 
inequitable having regard to the interest of the landlord and tenant 
respectively in the holding. 

(2) Every agreement for the purchase and sale of a holding 10 
to he filed with the Land Commission shall state whether any and 
what part of the price represents or is made up of arrears of rent 
and no agreement shall he received by the Land Commission or 
acted upon which includes [more than one year’s arrears of rent 
along with the purchase money and no payment out of the Land 15 
Purchase Aid Eund by way of percentage shall be made in 
respect of so much of the purchase money as represents arrears of 
rent. 

Amendment 2.— (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of section thirteen 
of section subsection (1) of the Irish Land Act, 1903, it shall not be 20 
Kfl 903 lawful upon the sale ox any land to the Land Commission or 
in regard to t0 the tenants or others to reserve to the vendor the sporting 
m£°l S “” d rights for any longer period than the life of the vendor or 
rights. twenty-one years, and such reservation to the vendor shall not 

operate to reserve to him any more than a personal and inalienable 25 
right to go upon the lands for sporting purposes and shall not 
include the right to stock such lands with game or to preserve 
any game upon the lands or to employ gamekeepers for any such 
purpose, and subject to such reservation (if any) the sporting 
rights shall vest in the purchasing tenant. 30 

(2) So much of subsection (3) of section thirteen of the said 
Irish Land Act, 1903, as provides any right of mining or taking 
minerals which constitutes a superior interest shall not be subject 
to the provisions of the said subsection (3) is hereby repealed. 

(3) The exception of stone from the provisions of subsection S5 
(3) of section thirteen of the said Act shall include limestone. 

3. Section thirty-six subsection (2) of the said Act, providing 
^Act of Cnt for the payment by the Land Commission to the National Debt 
1903 as re- Commissioners in respect of advances a sum equivalent to ten 
sarisemfemg s]lillings per oent p er annum as a sinking fund for accumulation 40 
is hereby amended as to the amount of such payment and in all 
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advances made after the passing of this Act the rate of such a.D. 1907 . 
payment shall be fifteen shillings per cent, per annum, which 
shall he treated as a sinking fund for accumulation. 

4. — (1) The rate of purchase annuity under section forty-five Payment to 

5 subsection (1) of the said Act shall in the case of all advances L '? nt ? Co . m ' 

v ' mission in 

made after the passing of this Act be at the rate of three pounds respect of 
ten shillings for every hundred pounds of the advance and so in a(lvances - 
proportion for any less sum. 

(2) Section twenty-five of the Act of 1896 relating to the 
10 mode of calculating purchase annuities shall as hereby modified 
apply to all advances made after the passing of this Act, the 
words “ period of fifteen years ” being substituted, and subsection 
(3) of section forty-five of the Irish Land Act, 1903, is hereby 
repealed. 

15 5. So much of subsection (1) of section forty-eight of the Amendment 

Irish Land Act, 1903, as provides for payment to the vendor igog^fo 
out of the Land Purchase Aid Fund after each estate sold, a Land Pm- 
sum calculated at the rate of twelve per cent, on the amount Aul 
of the purchase money advanced under the Land Purchase Acts 
20 is hereby repealed, and in lieu thereof: it is hereby provided 
that for the purpose of aiding the sales of estates under this 
Act, the Land Commission may in the prescribed manner and 
at the prescribed time out of advances by the National Debt 
Commissioners from the said fund, pay to the vendor of each 
25 estate sold a percentage on the amount of the purchase money 
advanced by the Land Commission, calculated in the following 
manner, that is to say : — 

Where the price of the holding in respect of which the 
advance is made exceeds twenty-two years’ purchase of 
30 the current rent, but does not exceed twenty-three years’ 

purchase thereof a sum not exceeding the rate of five 
per cent, on the amount of such advance. 

Where the price of the holding in respect of which the 
advance is made exceeds twenty-one years’ purchase of the 
35 current rent, but does not exceed twenty-two years’ pur- 

chase thereof a sum not exceeding the rate of ten per 
cent, on the amount of such advance. 

Where the price of the holding in respect of which the 
advance is made does not exceed twenty-one years’ pur- 
40 chase of the current rent a sum not exceeding the rate of 

fifteen per cent, on the amount of such advance : 

[39.] A 2 
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[7 Edw. 7.] 


Provided that where any sum is added to the purchase 
money in respect of arrears of rent, such sum shall not for 
the purpose of this section he regarded as part of the price. 

6. Eor the purpose of enlarging uneconomic holdings or 
for the purpose of providing holdings for evicted tenants, or for 5 
any of the persons or any of the classes of persons specified in 
section two of the Irish Land Act, 1903, or for any other 
purpose under the Land Purchase Acts which the Estates 
Commissioners may deem reasonable and sufficient, the Land 
Commission shall have power to acquire compulsorily any un- 10 
tenanted land which the Estates Commissioners deem suitable 
for the purpose, and shall have power to fix the price thereof 
after giving all persons appearing to be interested in the lands 
an opportunity of being heard in reference to the acquiring of 
such land by the Land Commission or the price thereof ; and 15 
the making of a vesting order in respect thereof by the Land 
Commission shall have the effect of vesting the said land in the 
Land Commission in all respects as if in pursuance of an agree- 
ment entered into between the Land Commission and the owner 

of the said land for the purchase of same by the Land Commission. 20 
And the Land Commission shall thereupon dispose of the said 
lands in pursuance of the purpose for which same was acquired 
to such persons and upon such terms as to purchase money, 
advance, and repayment annuity as the Land Commission may 
determine. 25 

7. — (i) Where a majority of two-thirds of the tenants of 
agricultural holdings on any estate have made an offer, for the 
purchase of their holdings under the Land Purchase Acts, and 
such offer has not been accepted by the owper of such estate, if 
the said majority of the tenants of agricultural holdings on the 30 
said estate shall apply to the Estates Commissioners in the pre- 
scribed manner, calling upon the Estates Commissioners to cause 
an inquiry to be made into the circumstances of the estate with a 
view to the compulsory sale thereof by the owner to the tenants 
upon such terms as the Estates Commissioners may determine, 35 
the Estates Commissioners may cause inquiry to be made into the 
circumstances of the estate and of the agricultural tenancies 
thereon, and if the Estates Commissioners are of opinion as the 
result of such inquiry and having regard to the circumstances 

of the estate and of the tenants and of the district that it is 40 
desirable so to do, the Estates Commissioners shall have power 
to make an order for the compulsory sale to the entire of the 
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agricultural tenants on the estate by the owner thereof upon such A.D. 1907. 
terms as may appear to the Estates Commissioners just and 
equitable, having regard to the interests of the landlord and 
tenants respectively in the several holding and of all persons 
5 appearing to he interested in the estate; and an order made by 
the Estates Commissioners in pursuance of this section for the 
compulsory sale and purchase of the estate, specifying the price 
of each holding, shall operate in all respects as if agreements 
had been signed in the prescribed manner by the owner and each 
10 of the tenants respectively and filed with the Land Commission, 
and the sale shall proceed under the direction of the Land Com- 
mission in like manner as in the case of a voluntary sale, and shall 
he completed by an order vesting each holding in the tenant 
thereof, subject to a repayment annuity as in the case of a 
15 voluntary sale. 

(2) When a preliminary order is made for the compulsory sale 
and purchase of the agricultural holdings upon any estate no rent 
shall he thenceforth recoverable from the tenants thereof except 
up to the first gale day following the date of such order, but in 
20 lieu thereof the tenants shall pay interest on the purchase money 
of their respective holdings as fixed by the Estates Commissioners 
at such rate as the Estates Commissioners may determine pending 
the completion of the sale, the making of the advances, and the 
vesting orders in respect of the several holdings. 

25 8. The Estates Commissioners shall not declare any lands Enlarge- 

as fit to be regarded as a separate estate for the purpose of the m 0 e ^ r ° f of 
Land Purchase Acts, if any judicial or agricultural tenancies on Estates Com- 
the estate have been excluded or are sought to be excluded from “ issioners 
the sale, unless the tenants of such tenancies refuse to purchase to the de- 
30 tlieir holdings at such prices as the Estates Commissioners consider ckration of 
just and equitable. an estate. 

The provisions of this section shall apply to all sales pending 
in the Land Commission Court, in respect of which a final order 
has not, at the date of the passing of this Act, been made declaring 
35 such land fit to be regarded as a separate estate, as well as to all 
sales and agreements for sales made after the passing of this Act. 

Land Law. 

9. The tenant of any tenancy which is either agricultural or Excluded 
pastoral in its character, or partly agricultural and partly pastoral, tenancies - 
40 shall not be precluded from applying to the court in the prescribed 
manner, and having a fair rent fixed under section eight of the 
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Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1881, or under section one of the Land 
Law (Ireland) Act, 1887, in the : case of a holding held under 
lease by reason only that such tenancy is a future tenancy, or 
that the land is demesne land or that the letting is for temporary 
convenience, provided that the tenancy has existed for a period 5 
of not less than seven years immediately prior to the date of 
such application to the court, and that the holding has been 
used or occupied for agricultural purposes, and no provision in 
any agreement binding the tenant not to apply to fix a fair 
rent shall constitute a bar to the tenant making such application, 10 
nor shall the existence of a mill upon the holding alter the 
character of such holding so as to prevent the tenant having a 
fair rent fixed in respect thereof, provided a substantial part of 
the holding is agricultural or pastoral land. 

10. The provisions of this Act relating to sales and agree- 15 
ments for sales of estates or holdings, save where the contrary 
intention appears, shall apply only to sales or agreements for sales 
made after the date of the passing of this Act. 

11 . Section one, subsections (1) and (2) of the Irish Land 

Land Act, 1903, is hereby repealed. 20 

Section five of the said Act is hereby repealed. 

Section thirteen, subsection (3), so far as relates to mining 
rights, constituting a superior interest, and subsections (4) and (5) 
is hereby repealed. 

12 . This Act may be cited as the Irish Land Act, 1907. 25 
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